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Twenty Days and Counting...
A lot has changed for us since I last sat down to write the newsletter a month ago:  WeÕve boxed 
our whole house and moved it into storage and sold our house on Fern Hill.  We left on a Mon-
day morning with a solid meter of snow left on the ground and two and a half weeks later weÕve 
settled nicely into our camper life.  

As I sit to write this our four kids and their cousin Ben are all tucked into various levels of school 
work and weÕre sliding north under a grey sky, headed for Wisconsin and the great grandmothers 
on the Miller side of the family.  A while ago Tony looked back at his Dad at the table presiding 
over his grandchildrenÕs education and said, ÒThis is home schooling at its best!Ó  And so it is.

This phase of transition has not been without its challenges.  We hadnÕt gone more than 200 
miles before our camper broke down for the first time:  A warped rotor and corrosion on the 
brakes.  Another 300 miles and then another breakdown; this time an exciting one: one requiring 
towing... of course our AAA membership didnÕt cover the RV.   The radiator hoses blew all at 
once and there was steam everywhere... inside and outside the camper.  Hours later while being 
repaired my Dad called:  ÒWeÕre fine... theyÕre fixing everything... but Dad, maybe you guys 
could pray that this doesnÕt happen again?...Ó  My Dad laughed, ÒSister, I donÕt think you need 
prayer as much as you need new radiator hoses!Ó  Always the pragmatist.  ÒThanks Dad... I think 
we need both!Ó  With the RV rider added to our triple A membership we made the rest of the trip 
without incident.  Thankfully!
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So far, weÕve passed a wonderful week in the hills of Brown County Indiana watching daffodils 
pop open and tad poles hatch in the pond while the kids screamed and hollered through the forest 
with their cousins all day to return covered in mud and happy each evening.  Daddy gave the 
camper a tune up which made her happier, and I drank my weight in tea and soaked up our cho-
sen family.  My parents appeared in their RV to make the yard look like a trailer park and we had 
a wonderful last 24 hours with them... next time we see them will be next winter in North Africa.  
From Brown County to Zionsville and our old church family.  Four fabulous days were spent 
with some of our dearest friends and the cycle training began in earnest with daily ten mile rides.  
It feels GREAT to be outside in the fresh air exercising.  Our new bikes ride like a dream!

I can feel the last 20 days we have left on this continent evaporating.  It was hard to hug my 88 
year old grandma good-bye this week.  I hope very much that she is still here when we get back.  
WeÕve planned and prepared all this time, living for the moment of blast off and now I find my-
self grasping at straws to make these last days and hours last just a little bit longer.  There is so 
much that I already miss about here... and at the same time we are very ready to go.

So, my friends, stay tuned for next monthÕs newsletter.... coming to you from somewhere in rural 
England.
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Sufficient, even for me.
 The free gift of GodÕs grace has been 
a theme in our lives lately.  Not just the sav-
ing grace which changes our eternal lives, but 
the daily grace without which we would col-
lapse in our human frailty.  This time of year 
is not my favorite.  It is the month that seed 
catalogues begin to arrive and I bemoan the 
FEET of snow left over the garden at the bot-
tom of the hill.  It is the month in which I 
open school plan books and groan, realizing 
that we have at least six to eight weeks left, 
and that is IF I cut out some of the stuff I con-
sider Ònonessential.Ó  It is the month that I 
long to be somewhere else and someone else 
and it seems like IÕll NEVER be able to get 
everything done, the weather will NEVER 
clear up and IÕll NEVER get these kids edu-
cated.  Yes.  IÕm being a bit dramatic and no, 
IÕm not actually THAT pessimistic for the 
whole month, but truly, I get burned out in 
early spring.  This year is different, and yet it 
is the same.  We pushed extra hard all year 
with school to be ÒdoneÓ early for our trip, 
but we also added in a whole host of ÒotherÓ 
things that I donÕt usually have to accomplish 
between December and March.  The end re-
sult:  IÕm still burned out.  It took me at least 
a full week of our month in Indiana just to 
regain equilibrium and begin to feel like my-
self again.  While IÕm not staring down an-
other two months of textbooks and math les-
sons, we are facing challenges of another sort, 
also requiring perseverance.  

 If I could count the times IÕve said (in 
the past month alone) ÒI just CANÕT do 
this!!Ó I would be ashamed, IÕm sure.  The 
truth is:  I canÕt.  And I couldnÕt.  And I 
didnÕt.  At least not on my own.  GodÕs grace 
has been so apparent in all seasons of our 
lives, but IÕve been extra mindful of it here 
recently.  God has granted us the provisional 
Òloaves and fishesÓ grace almost every day 
through actual food, through the multiplica-
tion of time and labor and money.  He has 
granted us the grace to persevere and over-
come huge obstacles as well as to just bear up 
under the weight of the dailiness of schooling 
four kids, getting to and from the various les-
sons they take, and keeping house for six.  
 I heard a great explanation of GodÕs 
grace in this capacity recently.  It is like IÕm 
the little kid who hikes up the hill to where 
Jesus is standing, turns around and sees 
10,000 people on the hillside, looks down at 
his sack lunch, looks up at Jesus, shrugs his 
shoulders, hands over the sack and sits down.  
There are a million things to do as a home 
school mom, it feels like ten thousand mouths 
to feed most days, not to mention toilets to 
clean, lessons to teach, babies to diaper, boxes 
to pack, church activities to contribute to, 
laundry to wash and the list goes on.  Most 
days I look at the pile and get totally over-
whelmed.  I can either sit down and cry, real-
izing that I really CANÕT do it all, or, I can 
hand what I do have and can do to Jesus and 
watch him feed the ten thousand with my 
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meagre offering.  What is so great about that 
is that I know that I didnÕt do it and everyone 
else does too.  When someone expresses 
amazement that a grubby little kid with a fish 
sandwich just fed a whole hillside the kid just 
shrugs his shoulders again and points his 
thumb over his shoulder to where Jesus is sit-
ting watching his friends count the left overs.  
ThatÕs me.  I get to be that kid.  The pressure 
is not on ME to perform.  All I have to do is 
do my best to be faithful with the little I have 
and accept the free grace of God trusting that 
He will give me what I need to do those 
things IÕm called to do.  And ya know what?  
He does.  
 My encouragement to you?  Hang in 
there.  Motherhood is a marathon, not a 
sprint.  My good friend of almost twenty 
years called me yesterday to announce the 
birth of his son, their first, born nine months 
and two days after their wedding, which we 
attended, last summer in Nova Scotia.  He 
told the birth story with the pride of a new 
daddy and a war veteran, weÕve all been 

there.  What he doesnÕt know yet?  The birth 
day was the easiest day and it is a long, uphill 
climb from there... and none of us in our own 
strength can do it right.  ThatÕs where GodÕs 
grace comes in, and IÕm so very thankful.  
 You can get through the next eight 
weeks or so of school.  You can.  Keep put-
ting one foot in front of the other and pray 
your heart out.  Just as fast as they grew from 
baby to age ten theyÕll go from age ten to 
gone... faster, maybe.  Extend yourself some 
of the grace that God already has and do your 
best with what HeÕs given you this day, thatÕs 
all you can do.  IÕll end with two quotes... one 
from the Paul, who experienced GodÕs grace 
first hand, and one from the lady who taught 
me to mix Tang with lemon juice and call it a 
highball when the adults had Òhappy hourÓ 
with an emphasis on Òsuck it up, sister!Ó:

ÒI can do all things through Christ, who 
strengthens me!Ó  Phil. 4:11

ÒI canÕt is a guy too lazy to try!Ó  Mim
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Gramps’ Wisdom File
The following selections are taken from a compilation my Dad has been working on for most of 
his life.  It is a collection of his own musings and the thoughts of others, which he has aptly 
named, ÒThe Wisdom File.Ó  It is part of his legacy to his grandchildren.  We thought you might 
enjoy sharing it with us:

ÒThe secret to success... determination, hard work, love of the endeavor.Ó

ÒIf you cannot say good encouraging things, say nothing.Ó

Òknow the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting and his truth endureth to all 

generations.Ó

ÒLet me win.  But if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt.Ó

ÒI am not in danger... only near death.Ó  Thomas Beckett

ÒYou cannot change peopleÕs ideas, but you can be a contradiction.Ó

ÒAlways a proper response:  I have no opinion on that subject.Ó

ÒConsider:  There are no bad guys.  Everyone is trying to do what is right and 

good.Ó
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We are excited to continue our partnership with The Old Schoolhouse 
Magazine this spring and summer.  As the largest home schooling maga-
zine, and the only one available in the new “home school” section at your 
local Borders bookstore, it is a wonderful resource for curriculum and en-
couragement.  They have a great bundle of freebies available with their 
new subscription promotion... weʼre participating in their international sub-
scriberʼs promo and in their on-line freebie directory!  Log on and check it 
out!
http://www.thehomeschoolmagazine.com/US_Promotion.php
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Ring of Truth
Now available in 3 editions:

Anger Edition
Trials Edition
Kids Edition

$10.00 each or 3 for $24.00

To Subscribe (or Unsubscribe!) To This Publication:

Send your request via e-mail to: i4reality@i4reality.org to subscribe to the e-mail version (we prefer that you 
subscribe to this one if you have computer access as it frees up resources to keep the paper version free for 
those people who do not have computer access!  Thank you for your consideration!)

Or: Send your name and land address to:   The Institute for R.E.A.L.I.T.Y.

  P.O. Box 266, Hill, NH 03243

http://www.thehomeschoolmagazine.com/US_Promotion.php
http://www.thehomeschoolmagazine.com/US_Promotion.php
mailto:i4reality@i4reality.org
mailto:i4reality@i4reality.org


Edventure Project Update: Hurray for Grandparents!
I truly donÕt know if we could have gotten through 
our last week on Fern Hill without Grandma & 
GrandpaÕs Great.  My wonderful in-laws dropped 
everything to get on a plane and fly east to spend 
the worst four days of this whole process with us. 
That is love.  My mother-in-law spent long days 
vacuuming up behind our moving crew, scrubbing 
parts of the fridge I didnÕt even know I had, and 
keeping children happy and out from under foot.  
My father-in-law lugged box after box, worked on 
the camper (of course!) hauled ridiculous loads of 
trash, and demolished the two queen sized box 
springs which couldnÕt be removed from the house 
since we remodeled and moved the door!  For all 
of this work and love did they get a first class 
ticket home with extra peanuts in the air?  Nope.  
They climbed in our mini-van and hauled the mo-
tor cycle laden trailer behind us... at a top speed of 

60 miles an hour... all of the long 1100 miles to 
Indiana.  Now THAT is love.  

Honestly, I donÕt know how we would have gotten 
it all done without them... or without the army of 
friends marshaled by Mrs. Wood to bring car loads 
of food every single night for over two weeks, or 
without the four amazing men who actually took a 
day off of their paid work to happily move all of 
our junk... 

The Òtake home message,Ó as my friend Jess says, 
is just what an amazing gift of loved one and fam-
ily members we have.  God has so blessed us in 
this community.  We canÕt even begin to express 
our gratefulness to God for all of you.  YouÕve got-
ten behind us and supported us in this CRAZY 
venture in ways we didnÕt expect or ask for.  Each 
of you is loved and we miss you already.
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• Ten 30-35 pg. cross-curricular country packets full 
of history, geography, art, literature, culture, reci-
pes, internet links, hands-on projects and more for 
all ages!

•Download pod-casts of the sounds of the people 
and places we visit

•Personal contact with the travelers, ask your ques-
tions, make route suggestions, help design the trip!

•Three additional packets absolutely FREE:  Mex-
ico, Maritime Canada & Washington DC

•Subscribe before we leave and you’ll get a personal 
invitation to one of our blast off parties in either 
New Hampshire, or Indianapolis... FREE!

All of  this for only $30.00

With Coupon: $25.00
(That’s a 400 page geography book for 25 bucks!) 

$5.00 off  
Code: 
LUCKYU

EDVENTURE PROJECT
VIRTUAL FIELD TRIP



Our Product List is Growing!  
Check Out The Cool New Kits To Create With Your Kids!

Time for Twos (begin with 2-3 yr. olds)
Thinking with Threes (begin with 3-4 yr. olds)

Years One, through Seven (consecutively following TW3)

A Kaleidoscope of Days 
(a collection of stories based on our familyÕs experiences...fun!)

Growing in Grace
(articles on aspects of parenthood)

Table Talk 
(a set of over 100 discussion  starter cards)

Newsletter Volumes 1-5
(burned on CD)

Latin Quiz Program on CD (for use with Yr. 2+)

Home Organization System
A binder system & CD ROM to help you get it all in order!

Chore Cards Training System
Meal Rotation Cards and Life Skills Training for Kids

Wooden Bird House Kit
Paint Your Own Snake Kit

I Can Sew: Bonnet Kit
Be Creative: Leather Scraps Grab Bag (a million uses!)

Build Your Own Rubber Band Powered Car Kit
Build Your Own Sailboat Kit

Discover! Excavate A Mayan Temple Kit
Deluxe Wooden Sword & Shield Set... ready to paint or swashbuckle!

Please Contact us for further information or a catalog.
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Portfolios & Assessment
 Portfolio Development.  The bane 
of my existence in college.  Three se-
mesters worth of courses devoted to 
the subject, one professor who even 
wrote the book… and still, I was in a 
fog.  I couldn’t see the point and I 
couldn’t see how to make it work with 
twenty students, and, I hate anything 
that is a subjective measure, which 
portfolios tend to be.  Since then, I’ve 
spent a great deal of time and effort  
reeducating myself, along more produc-
tive lines.  I now see the point, and I 
love the idea of portfolio assessment, 
though I still  wonder how they could be 
maintained effectively with a whole 
classroom of students.  Fortunately, I 
only have four!
 The basic purpose of a portfolio 
is to provide a concrete measure of 
what a child can actually do; real exam-
ples of work.  They are intended to 
show growth and to showcase well done 
work.  A portfolio can be as simple as a 
file folder with carefully selected sam-
ples stored inside, or as elaborate as a 
scrapbook with decorative pages and 
photographs designed to compliment 
the work.  A portfolio is, in many ways, 
more accurate than traditional testing 
as a measure of what a child is capable 
of accomplishing; certainly it is more 

personal.  Some states require home 
educators, as well as public school 
teachers, to maintain portfolios for 
each student.  If you live in one of 
these states, then portfolio develop-
ment bears some consideration on your 
part.
 Ideally, he time to think about 
portfolio development is at the begin-
ning of the school year.  NOT in July 
when you are over run with 500 pieces 
of paper and no way of remembering 
who they belong to, or when they were 
completed.  At that point, the task is 
nearly impossible.  If, on the other 
hand, you design a system early on to 
help manage the paperwork, and de-
velop in advance a portfolio plan, it will 
nearly complete itself, and you will be 
pleasantly surprised at the end of the 
year.  What do you do if you find your-
self three quarters of the way through 
the school year and it is just now com-
ing to your attention that you need to 
work on your child’s portfolio?  
 The first step is to decide what 
form your child’s portfolio will take.  
Will you use a simple series of file 
folders?  Will you use a three ring 
binder with dividers?  Or will you do 
something more elaborate.  There is no 
one right answer, you must choose that 
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which suits your situation best, and 
that which meets your legal require-
ment (if there is one.)
 Next, you must design a system 
for managing the paper from day to 
day and month to month so that every-
thing will be easy to find, identify, 
sort, and select for the construction of 
the portfolio.  I have tried several sys-
tems.  The one that is most effective 
for us, with multiple children, and thus 
multiple portfolios undergoing continual 
construction, is the accordion file box.   
These boxes are available from office 
supply stores and a reasonable price.  I 
purchase a different color for each 
child and reuse them from year to 
year.  I label each section with a month 
of the school year.  Every day, as pa-
pers are completed, I just slip them 
into the appropriate month’s space and 
forget it.  In this way I can collect pa-
pers over the entire year and know ex-
actly what I have and when it was com-
pleted.  If you have a huge stack of pa-
pers now, no problem, just do the same 
thing.  Take an afternoon to sort what 
you have already accumulated and from 
here on out just file the papers daily to 
minimize your stress at the end of the 
year.
 The actual construction of the 
portfolio can be daunting, if you have 

not defined your goal ahead of time.  
The goal should be, to show growth in 
all areas and subjects, and to showcase 
exceptional work.  What this means is 
that you will intentionally choose some 
of the work that is of lower quality and 
some that is of higher quality to dem-
onstrate the student’s progress.  Then, 
you will also include some of those shin-
ing stars that both student and 
teacher are really proud of.  For my 
children, I use large, D ring binders 
with the clear plastic covers on them.  
I slide photographs of the child into 
the protector on the cover and label 
the spine with the year and grade level.  
Each binder has a section for each 
month.  Each month, I include samples 
of the child’s work from every subject 
he is studying.  This may include:  
Grammar or spelling lessons, math 
pages, art work, scripture lessons, 
Latin work book pages, French lessons, 
narrations given from literature or his-
tory, lab work from a science lesson, 
coloring pages, penmanship samples, 
book reports or photographs and de-
scriptions of special projects or field 
trips.  I try to limit the items included 
to one specimen from each subject, 
each month.  Do not be afraid to cut 
pages out of workbooks to include!  I 
slide each work sample into a clear 
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page protector and snap it into the 
binder.
As your student grows, he should have 
some input into the development of his 
own portfolio.  He should be encour-
aged to make it a reflection of himself 
as he grows and a source of encour-
agement.  A collection of portfolios 
over the lifetime of an education will 
do much to encapsulate a childhood!
 For the first couple of years I 
collected my papers until July and then 
sat down to construct the portfolios.  
It was horrible.  I was so overwhelmed!  
Now, I have learned to go month by 
month.  In October, I will assemble 
September’s section of the portfolio, 
while the work is still  fresh in my mind.  
Month by month, the collections will 
grow and I will not be left holding more 
paper than I know what to do with at 
the end of the school year.  This also 
provides a lovely way for children to 
show visiting grandparents or friends 
how they are progressing throughout 
the year.  We add the state required 
evaluations to the end of our children’s 
portfolios, as well as a certificate of 
achievement to polish off the year.

 On those days when I am 
threatening them with public school 
and wondering if I will  ever manage to 
pound the necessary facts into their 
heads, I thumb back through their lit-
tle books and realize how far they have 
come, and how blessed I am to have 
had a hand in it.  I see their personali-
ties in their work, their funny verbal 
quirks in their narrations, their pas-
sions in life in the books they have cho-
sen to read, their God given gifts in 
the art they choose to create.  None of 
these things could be measured by the 
standardized state tests, even if they 
do fulfill the requirements of our 
state.  When I am an old, gray haired 
grandma, I will rock my grandchildren 
on my lap and thumb through their par-
ent’s childhood books with them.  We 
will laugh together at the funny things, 
and I will see the reflection of the 
fresh new face in the books I am cre-
ating now.  That is why I love portfo-
lios.  It is the only way I know how to 
capture a little piece of my babies 
every day, press it carefully between 
the leaves of my heart, and preserve it 
for some unforeseen day when it is all 
of them that I have to hold in my lap.
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The Institute for R.E.A.L.I.T.Y.
Fern Hill

531 NH Route 3A
Hill, NH  03243

First Last
Home Street
Home City, Home State Home ZIP

Visit us online at:

www.i4reality.org

Send submissions by

you or your children to:

i4reality@i4reality.org

The Edventure Project
 

Is our attempt to share an amazing 
adventure with other families. Through 
our web-site you can follow along with 
our progress through the travelogue, 
listen to podcasts of  the sounds of  the 
people and places we visit, contact us 
to ask questions and suggest route 
changes as well as create a unique 
learning experience for your children.  
Check it out at: 
www.edventureproject.com

http://www.i4reality.org
http://www.i4reality.org
mailto:i4reality@i4reality.org
mailto:i4reality@i4reality.org
http://www.edventureproject.com
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